Editorial/Freelance Position

Relate Magazine

Report to Mary Bowman (mary@relatemag.com)

ACCEPTABLE TOPICS: 

We are a conservative teen magazine with Christian undertones. Anything encouraging or in support of premarital sex, illegal drugs, teenage alcohol use or homosexuality is not appropriate for our readers. We also DO NOT draw attention to weight or exercising to lose weight; our job is to encourage rather than lower self-esteem. Clothing size, health content of food and healthy living are all appropriate, but must be presented in an encouraging format.

Note: Blog submissions are normally a bit more personal and can focus on personal insight/experience. This is where you can use first person. 

We encourage anything with a hard news slant or interviews you might be able to snag. Teens love to hear about what celebrities, designers, musicians, etc. are doing!

Following is a breakdown of what each section is all about, also provided on the website.

All About You
DIY Fun: Do-It-Yourself projects are always fun! They are perfect for inexpensive and unique gifts, or just to keep busy and get in touch with your creative side. Look for a variety of craft ideas from jewelry and candles, to wreaths and clothes, all of which anyone can easily do at home! This would also be the place to talk about decorating a bedroom/decorating projects.
Faith Blog: Now is the perfect time to get a little selfish and make sure you are giving yourself the TLC you need! We are here to boost your self-esteem, get you through rough times, and just be a nice reminder that you ROCK! Chances are you don’t hear it enough, so we want to fill that void. But, this is one blog you won’t get sick of…

Health In & Out: All us girls hear about is dieting and being thin. It gets a little old! How about some advice on just being healthy. It’s not all diet and exercise and fitting into a mold…it’s embracing your body and taking care of yourself so that you may live a long, healthy lifestyle!

More Than a Pretty Face: Sometimes we have to take the time to toot our own horns and praise ourselves. It’s hard to stay confident and to remember to love who and what we are. It can be easier to tear ourselves apart and be critical of every little thing, so make a conscious effort to put your self-esteem first. Learn to love yourself–and keep it fresh in your mind every day. A little inspiration is all we need sometimes to take that step in faith, to fight for what we believe in, to stay strong through tough times or to follow our dreams. We find amazing stories of inspiration from teens who seem to put life in the perfect perspective. Let these inspiring words help you to step out, too.
Entertainment

Celebrity Central: There is something captivating about the Hollywood stars. Need a daily fix? Get the latest on celebrities who are doing great things. We don’t give false gossip and rumors–we talk about the good in celebrities. You know, the awesome things that everyone else ignores…
Yay or Nay: Books: Extra, Extra…Read all about it! That’s right, READ!! We find the best new books (and even some old classics) that are a must to add to your reading list. Aren’t quite a book worm? Check out our book reviews anyway and look for that one book that will totally suck you in. Finding just one great book and taking the time to read it, is definitely worth it.
Yay or Nay: Music: Don’t you just love entertainment? Get the latest on celebrities who are doing great things. We don’t give false gossip and rumors…we want to talk about the good in celebrities. Get reviews on the best new music, movies and books. Give us reviews of your favorites too!

On Screen: On the big screen or on your TV screen, we love to watch our favorite celebs. We fill you in on the best new flicks and TV shows that you just gotta tune in to. There’s nothing like a night in front of the screen!
Future

College Life Blog: Whether you are preparing for college, or already attending it, there is so much to be said about it! From schoolwork to the social scene, college is full of activities that are challenging and fun. The host of our college blog is a current college student that has great stories and advice about everything college! You can now know what the life of a college student is really like…
Career Corner: Looking for that perfect after-school job or planning for a part-time summer job? Or maybe you are lucky enough that you don’t have to get a job until you are an adult living on your own. No matter your situation, finding the right job is tough, especially in today’s competitive market. Stay on top of everything you need to know to land the right job for you! And find great advice from inspirational, driven girls just like you who have succeeded in their job or career dreams or have started their own business! When you hear their stories, we’re sure you will keep working toward your own goals!

Surviving School: This is for high school and college survival tips and stories. Lets face it. School is a huge part of your life, whether you want it to be or not. Might as well make the most of it! We help make sure you get the grade, get involved and actually enjoy your busy school days. College is a whole new world. There is a lot you need to know to survive AND succeed! We keep you going with some great advice to make sure you balance your social, school, work and personal time and get the total experience from your college days.
Life
Going Global: How often do you watch the news or read the newspaper? Probably not very often. But, it’s important to know what is going on outside of your own little bubble. Across the state, nation and world, crazy, exciting and scary things happen every day. Be aware of what is going on around the globe.
Boy Oh Boy: It’s hard to not be at least a little obsessed with guys. After all, we are wired to fantasize about the perfect guy who will sweep us off our feet. We keep a realistic and appropriate perspective on guys and give you advice that you will actually want to follow. Because it isn’t all about sex, we help your guy relationships stay safe and FUN!
The Ways of Life: There are so many situations that we experience on a daily basis. The regular life issues that keep it interesting–and challenging. For all of the random stuff that a teen goes through, we have it covered. Maybe this will help make life just a little bit easier…
WRITING RULES:

-Length NO LESS than 300 words, NO MORE than 600 words (Longer, interesting stories or interviews can be broken into pieces and can be a length exception, meeting two deadlines.)

-Each article due once a week for the same assigned section; 1-3 of these a week, depending on the writer. (For example, one article commitment would be closet craves due every Monday.)

-Relevant photo or photo illustration required with each submission; In general, acceptable sources include a photo you took yourself or one free of royalties from the stock photo website (http://www.sxc.hu/). Product photos from websites or press photos/celebrity photos are acceptable, as long as permission is granted to use them. Edit photos to no larger than 600 pixels wide (height should automatically adjust in a program like IrFanView) in 72 dpi.

-Due date: Each article is due by midnight every Monday. You may turn articles in early, especially in the case of time constraints.

- Format requirements: 

12 pt font

Times New Roman 

Provide catchy, bolded headline at the top with an active, strong verb or punchy phrase

“Written by [writer name]” below headline

Bold/different font colors may be used for subheadings for emphasis or aesthetic purposes.

Indicate in body of the story exactly where your photo goes; provide a source following that within text. 

Check spelling, grammar and punctuation.

-Article ideas due via email with submitted articles from the previous week. For example, when you submit articles for the first week of the month, your story ideas are due for the second week of the month. Once the article is approved, you can begin writing. You are expected to review the website before submitting an idea so concepts/topics are not repeated.  

-Multimedia add-ons (audio, video) encouraged and recommended for submission; these ideas can be pitched any time.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS: 

-Consistently read content on the site, especially your own section, to ensure optimal creativity and uniqueness with ideas and topics

-Frequently comment on articles on the site to encourage feedback and discussion from users

REPURCUSSIONS:
Though there’s some creativity and flexibility involved, we expect writers to take this position seriously. We are depending on you to submit quality work in a timely manner and to care about what Relate represents for teenagers of this day and age. We must be notified immediately if a deadline will be missed or if a situation comes up that effects your ability to contribute.

Open communication and questions are encouraged. We want you to feel like a valued member of the team, but we are counting on you to fulfill your commitment. This is a chance to encourage the young girls of today and make a difference in their lives in a more positive and uplifting way; try to remember that as you begin writing.
